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Alexander’s letters as a mirror of the “Great KingAlexander

Chares, FGrHist 125 F 10 (= Plut., Phoc 17).

0 YoOv AoDpig eipnkev, g péyag YeVOpevog kol Aapeiov kpatrong APeILe TOV

ETLOTOADV TO yoipely TANY év 6ouig €ypade Pukiwvi: todtov 08 pévov, Gomep

"Avtinatpov, peta Tob yaipelv mpoonydpeve. To0To 08 Kol XApnG 1oTOpMKE.

Plutar ch, Life of Alexander41.4.
[Mevkéoty WEV Eypawye HELPOPEVOG, OTL dnybelg ULT'EPKTOL TOIG HEV GANOLG
Eypayev, a0T® &' 00K EdNAMOEV. AALL VOV YE, ONOT, YPAWOV T TMG £XELS, KOl A

TIVEG O TMV GVYKVLVNYETOVVIOV £YKOTEALTOV, Tva d1kNy dAOTL.

DPeKent 3.
Darius the King says: If you shall think thus, “Mbgot feel fear of (any) other,” protect
this Persian people; if the Persian people shalpriogected, thereafter for the longest

while happiness unbroken -- this will by Ahura codwevn upon this royal house.

XPh Kent 4c-d.

And there was other (business) that had been dpribat | made good. That which |

did, all I did by the favor of Ahuramazda. Ahurardazore me aid, until I completed
the work. Thou who (shall be) hereafter, if you Isliaink, “Happy may | be when

living, and when dead may | be blessed,” have @sjoe that law which Ahuramazda
has established; worship Ahuramazda and Arta ratgy®e The man who has respect
for that law which Ahuramazda has established, \wodships Ahuramazda and Arta

reverent(ly), he both becomes happy while livingd &ecomes blessed when dead.

DB | Kent 8.
Darius the King says: Within these countries, treennwvho was loyal, him | rewarded
well; (him) who was evil, him | punished well; bha favor of Ahuramazda these

countries showed respect toward my law; as wastsedltem by me, thus was it done.
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DB IV Kent 63-64.

Darius the King says: For this reason Ahuramazda b, and the other gods who are,
because | was not hostile, | was not a Lie-follgwevas not a doer of wrong -- neither |

nor my family. According to righteousness | conauactnyself. Neither to the weak nor
to the powerful did | do wrong. The man who coopstawith my house, him | rewarded

well; whoso did injury, him | punished well. Daritise King says: You who shall be

king hereafter, the man who shall be a Lie-followewho shall be a doer of wrong -- to

them do not be a friend, (but) punish them well.

DNb Kent 8a-b.

Darius the King says: By the favor of Ahuramazdam of such a sort that | am a friend

to right, I am not a friend to wrong. It is not rdgsire that the weak man should have
wrong done to him by the mighty; nor is that myideghat the mighty man should have

wrong done to him by the weak. What is right, tisainy desire. | am not a friend to the

man who is a Lie-follower. | am not hot-temperedhadt/things develop in my anger, |

hold firmly under control by my thinking power. hafirmly ruling over my own

(impulses).

DB | Kent 10-11.

Darius the King says: This is what was done by ftexr Abecame king. A son of Cyrus,
Cambyses by name, of our family -- he was king taréhat Cambyses there was a
brother, Smerdis by name, having the same mothertlan same father as Cambyses.
Afterwards, Cambyses slew that Smerdis. When Caeshgtew Smerdis, it did not
become known to the people that Smerdis had baen glfterwards, Cambyses went to
Egypt. When Cambyses had gone off to Egypt, afiat the people became evil. After
that the Lie waxed great in the country, both imsReand in Media and in the other
provinces.

Darius the King says: Afterwards, there was one ,naafMagian, named Gaumata; he
rose up from Paishiyauvada. A mountain named Anmakadrom there 14 days of the
month Viyakhna were past when he rose up. He betthé people thus: “I am Smerdis,
the son of Cyrus, brother of Cambyses.” After tlwit,the people became rebellious
from Cambyses, (and) went over to him, both Peas@&Media and the other provinces.
He seized the kingdom; of the month Garmapada 9 daye past, then he seized the
kingdom. After that, Cambyses died by his own hand.
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9) DB IV Kent 54-55.
Darius the King says: These are the provinces whedame rebellious. The Lie made
them rebellious, so that these (men) deceived duplp. Afterwards Ahuramazda put
them into my hand; as was my desire, so | did éonth
Darius the King says: You who shall be king heeafprotect yourself vigorously from
the Lie; the man who shall be a Lie-follower, him ybu punish well, if thus you shall

think, “May my country be secure!”

10) Arrian, Anab. 2.14.5.
kol Apofjv dmokteivavtog cov petd Baydov, kal v apynv KoTooyoviog oV dtkaimg

00d¢ katd tov [lepodv vopov, aiia aduodvrog [Iépoag.

11) Plut., Regum et imperatorum apophthegmat#9e-f.
a¢ 0OV EkpATNoev, EMEUYEV EMIGTOANY TPOG ODTOV: AMECTOAKG GOl TEAAVTOL
AMPavetod kol kooloag, tva UNKETL LIKPOLOYT) TPOG ToVg Beovg, edmg 6Tl Kol THS

APWOUOTOPOPOV KPOLTOVUEV.
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